Boy with the bubbie
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Most people Jaoking a your typical
watl-up on Court Street would
probably see bricks and mortar, but
street artist Paul Notzold sees
canvas of a sort. Since April, the 32-
vear-old Parsons grad has been
projecting theimages of speech
hubbles onto the sides of buildings
around Carrotl Gardens (and
Willtamsburg, tos). He describes this
activity, which he usually announces
with flyers, a5 “an interactive text-
messaging enabled pubhic
perfortnance,” and while that may
seund lke s mouthful, TX Twal
Healing is actuatly a kind of public
forum made possinle by an ingenious
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high-tech setup, “The prejector isrun
by my laptop that s conmectad to my
cellphane,” Notzold explains, “People
can text mie gt my nuiber, and their
message yues straight into a speech-
hubble graphic that gets thrown up
ongwall”

Notzeld prefers residentis]
buildings bavause they most directly
communjcate the ides of personal
space. “1t's sort of like in comic-
hooks, where the speech bubble
pictured it the sutside of a building
is actually denoting a conversation
that is happening inside.”

The conversatioh has taken
Notzold beyond Brooklyn; he'salso
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- Starbucks recently

: opened a temporary
| “salon” featuring

. performances and

' spoken-word events.
With the java giant

- on practically every
 comer, does this
ideaseem

' redundant to you?

a. No. Now shut up
. and get mo another
. cup of coffee.

b. Yos, And I'm tired
of corporations
using artists to sell

‘ \: product.
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R A i g

inthe way people taxt, “In China, it

ashout-out,” he savs.

Wherever he goes, Notzold says he |

doesn’t censor the messages that

people send him. "Hate speech would |

really bother e, but Tstill probably
wouldi't change it.” [t's all in
Leeping with his view of T4 Tual

Healing as a kind of publicblog. “It's

an actof empowerient for people.”
he says, “but in a very small way.”
—-Foward Halle

Foarmore info, visit txtualhecling.com

o
W
:
:
2

New York over there
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When the creators of Red Garden, a new Japanese
anime serles, needed a setting for thelr tale (five 17-
vear-olds attend a mysterious Mgh school and leam
they're actually dead) they settled ohan lsland ina |
rlver with a history of hosting mental asylums, Sound |
famillar? L should. Director Ko Matsuo decldedon
- Roosevelt istand because “its dark past matchad the |
story's tona” New Yorkers will have towalt e yearto
sed thelt favorite tramway dastination get the antme |
treatment, though, That's when Japanese-language
DV will be availlable haete —Absuhiro Saisho
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